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You don't get to be
one of Australia’s
best aerobatic
pilots without
pushing a few
envelopes. Chris
Sperou has had
his fair share of
scares, as he told
Phil Hosking.

ry PHIL HOSKING

~

ne of Australia’s most celebrared
aerobatics pilots, Chris Sperou has
13 national aerobatic championships
under his flight suit. He has also
contested World Championships

in countries including: Austria,
England, France, Hungary, USA
and the Ukraine. As recently as
October 2013, his contribution to
Australian aviation was recognised
in London by the Guild of Air Pilots
and Air Navigators.

Chris is a very down to earth
character and very easy to get to know.
He's always keen to share a story and
the odd aerobatic tip. It could be said
that he is a bit of a loner, and not overly
keen on public speaking, On the flip

side, once he straps himselfinto his

rapes of

{

Pitts 5-1-11B Super Stinker he is at
one. He takes to the skies inverted
or the right way up and consistently
leaves the spectators in awe.

Chris was born on Christmas Day
1938, and he grew up in Thevenard,
near Ceduna, SA. During his school
days he discovered the seeds of his
passion for aviation. During the
post war period there were a lot of
military aircraft staging through
Ceduna airport.

“We'd assemble near the bike
sheds and I'd get at the end of the
line,” he recalls. “We'd start to
march off and I'd duck behind the
shed as the rest of the class marched
off to singing class. I'd grab my bike

and ride out to the airfield”
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After completing school, Chris
joined his father fishing for a few
years before trying a stintas a
refrigerator mechanic. The family
moved to Adelaide in 1956 and
Chris started flying lessons in a
Chipmunk with the Royal Aero
Club of South Australia (RACSA)
at Parafield Airport.

Shortly after getting his licence,
he started aerobatics training but
never completed the endorsement.
From that stage on he was self
taught. After developing his
aerobatic skills, he was approached
to become a member of the aero
club’s formation aerobatic team.

The RACSA formation aerobatic
team flew Victa Air Tourer 100s.
Chris was endorsed and his main
role became the wing man. He flew
mainly in the starboard echelon
position, and was the instigator of
all the aerobatic manoeuvres.

“The Victa's weren't very fast, but
were very responsive and a good
platform for formation flying,”
Chris points out. The team won the
Australian formation title about
seven times.

In 1968, Chris Hew a Victa
in the Royal Federation of Aero
Clubs National Championships,
ar Griffith and again the following
year at Goulburn. Despite the
challenging conditions, Chris
brought home the title both times.

In the late 60s he started flying
the Fuji 200-180 Aero Subaru and
competed against a Pitts Special,
winning that title also. By this stage
the late Ted Acres and Chris were
the leading aerobatics pilots in
South Australia.



He even picked out where he

would crash: south of runway 21.

The Aercbat

(i one occasion in 1971, Chis
wild Lo Carey ol a demonsteation ac
Faraficld in Rossairs Ceasna seeobar.
Int the 705 it was not pecrmnitted 1o
fly belos: 3000 Fr. Chris rook of and
reached altitude before scarting his
eoutine, He came off che vertical
with rhe srick back, and the airceaft
enrered an wnexpected flac spin,
Chris didnt know what 1o make
of this and had never experienced
it hefore. The aircratr conrineed
spinning fac and whatever he tried
chers was no response from the
elevators. The rudder had no effece
gither. Chris concinued co Jose
alzicede fat spinning downwards.
Cheis thoupi “Mum, T'm geing to
die!” He even picked ot where he
would erash: south r.'-}-'rl.lr:w.q- 2L

Chris thought he'd never get out

of 1, then recalled a conversation

be'ad had wich Mace Malloey, former

. T —

Spichre pilot and CFEL who had rold
hirm “Ef you ever huve 1o get our ofa
far spin, rack the i.'l.x.'l'\C"‘"lJIH.I 12 a5 mnch
A5 FOIL CAN; pUwET U, power down
v Fock "

Chris lossened hiz seatbelr,
frantically rocked himselfin his
seat, throctled up and down.
Eventually the Aetobar kicked irs
cail up, the nose deepped inro s
normal spin and he pulled iz ous ac
1700 feet and landed safely Whar
condition bis under garments wers
in iz ap for specularion.

The cavse of the Bar spin was
attribured ro a change in the centre
el-;,'-_rnn';[','. Fopssair was amidst a
HE radio modificacian. Tt was
incommplere, bur the HF radio power
Pn.:_'-; was installed in the tail boom,
shifring the centre of graviey. The
HE controller hesd wasn's installed
o the instrument panel, so Cheiz
was ablivions to the mod whea he

rock the concrals.

A g vesulr of Chris’ stern
discussion with the Covil Aviation
Auchority, the Cessna Aerabas was
never oo be Rezed oue wath HE radios

for zerobatics.

The European
Expedition
TIn 1972 3 groag of pilots includ g
Chris contested che workd titles in
Europe. Funds were raised eo go o
England and hire an aize raft.’] hey
found a two seae Ehin 526 Trenes
Master, bue che hiring fees were
astranomical, It would have been
cheaper to ]Jurw.h:.:c‘.hl.‘ atrerafr, butic
wits simnply bevond their budger.
The Adr Actaché in Pasts locaced
a Zlin near Beboda n the south of
Franee, s Chris and Ted {;lufJ'II:
a train dean and mee Byvon Felior,
whio allowed themn to Ay che Zlin and
offered inserucrion foe the atrcraft.
The aircraf kad a limired G-force

Moy

Chris Speroi

rating 2o there weee alarms for
exceeding them. This flins inverted
capabilitics provided a new sxperience
for Chris, Iewas eo be his firss
stesgained inverned Right

The chances of winning the world
championships in Salon de Provence
were short lived as the French
Miniszry of Aviation grounded all
Plins because a similar aireraft bad
2 wing failure. Regardless, they all
went o the champranships, and met
Professor Are Schall [Tap Grn was
dedicared v Arel. Archad a gwa-
seater Pirrs, in which he remeved
the frons seat to leghten it wp fos the
championships. Chris was invited 1o
Ay iz, and this was the arart of his love
affair with the Pitts: be was hooked.

Aside From the Prees, Cliris alse
Hew an Akrostarn and the 5-i:|.3|l: SRLEE
Zlin. The boys learnt a bo wduilsr i
the UK 2nd France, They recumed
ro Adelaide and shared cheie siories
amongse BACSA memibers,
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A Pilot’s Story

In 1976, a good friend of Chris,
Max Mewerr and Dy, Jim Richards
purchased 3 rwossearer Pires,

Cizsle Ozgoad assembled ir in
Drarwin and Chris few it back re
Pallamana, Murray Bridge, Chris
raught Max how to Ay is whilst he

started pracucing unlimiced rpe

ineeuvees, all self-caughe. 1 jusc
ahour blew sy brains aus a ceuple of
rimes But 1 buile up a G-rolerance
over tive,” Chris cecalls.

Sperow alzo becime good friends
with Manrice Ryan, an aceountant
for Williams General Aviatdon
WAL who used o Oy Kieyhawks
during the war, Chris was inteaduced
ta Jim Polson, the chen swner of
WGA. Jim asked Chiris “What ot
of aeroplane do you need o win a
world tirled” Chris responded A
singlesseater Pires.” Polson, chreugh
hts company, purchased a Pires 5-15
IVH-TIT) and sent it to Germany
for thi warld titles.

Chris and his colleagues reruened
1o Europe to compess in the world
ticles. As it urned our che aircrafe
wis asembled in Trausdorf,
Austriz Cheis test Hew the Pires
afrer :rl:-;tsia'nl.bllr.-[]n: airkeld
was sitated close vo the beavily-
guarded Hungarian border and che
Austrians wazned that a couple of
gliders had drifted aver the border
and been chased by fighters,

The day carme for chem to cross
the borders of | Huisgary and head
to ke, Ukraine, where the world
champiznships weee held. Guide
Faceoli and Chris drew sceaws over
whoowonld fly che Pires, Chiris lost,
There were raro Picts Specials thar
were going o make the journey,
flown by Pam Leck from New

Zealand and Guido.

ABOVE: Cheis pre-flighis a Te Havilband
Chiprmunk at Poralield in 1956,

TSP LEFT: "Look what you've donn to my rumeay!”
Guido Zueecli's Pitts after Chris' Darwin adveniure.
TOP RIGHT: Chris rolls his Pitts arcunsd Warren
Showrart's Booch 33 Debanoir.
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The Russians provided 2 map
oo il pilots who were granred
permission to fy into Hungarian
airspace, O che side of that map,
were the words “Aony aireralt
steaying from this zone will be fired
upen withour warning.” Once at
Budapsst the Hungarians would
then lead che ream ro Kiew

Chris boarded a Cessna 172
with an Austrian pilet who led
them all ra the boedes, Chiris and
the Austrian pilor waved the rwo
Piets acress and away they wen
The Austrian pilot decided o
fallow them far 2 while, bur Sperau
wirrned hom thar only tavo aircrafe
were expected to cross the barder.

Al be right.” the pilar said.

"'.:'l"l:la.liflhu:r shoot 2 missile arus?”
Chiris asked.
“Lhey wouldn't fire a messile aza
liccke rin l.':l:l,.ld':L"'Jii.L‘t respanded.

So they flew in alitele, and chen
a call came over che radio “expedire,
expedicel, there's a high-speed
airerafr conving rowards you, you
have crossed the border,” The
Hungarian military waried them
rhey had infringed on the border,
Just as they were o cross back
o Austrias “this bloody Mig-15
fighrer swooshes past!” The fighrer
had raken a mere chree minures e
get ta them; it was ebviously stizing
there wairing.

Tewas a chose encounter with the

Hungarian milicary.

Zuccoli’s Pitts

The late Guids Fonceoli and Cheis
developed a good friendship. In

[urie 1976, Chris was offered the
appartunity s Ay 2n Guida’s new Picge
518 i Dharwm, WT. Given his love



ABOVE: Chriz in London for his GAPAM presentation with

Apcllo 13 commander fim Lovell (laft) and Judge Tuder Orawen (right)
TOF: Pitts 51-3 VE-TIT. now in the kands of Martiz Mesgan.
CPPOSITE PAGE: The formalion of RACSA Vicke Airtoures

100s near Salisbury, 3A.
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atfairwith the Picts, be gladly ook up
b Qppolvunay

Chris had obeained cleacance va fy
over the shared RAAF/civil airpest.
Uine of his manociercs was 1o execute

avertical fick Followed I-::'-‘]"-""'E-ﬂl"‘:

al down line, which
r hard righe

udder and punch the stick forward,

Hick roll on 2 ver

et Chris had fo kicl

However, applying pressure to the
‘i:‘,h[ tudder, his fooe and the pedal
WL 51|.*|£,_*:||t cthaught the firevall and
jammied. Tlse rudder cable derached
from the pedal and stacted to snake

kack theoagls the cockpit,

VA RRE PR

Spinning eut of contral, he
eveniually gor our of it and for some
reasom, instinctively grabbed he cable
befare it snaked back entirely into che
hselzge, withour it he wouldn't have

rudder conmrol or brakes, Sperow made

addayday call 5o the rower and rold
thiern the situatien. They respomded
with “What are your intentanss”
Tl iy ovee Fanny Bay and jump
from che afrceaf” ke replied as e was
narmal to wear & parachue in those
days. Ouc over the bay, Chris stared
thinking: "Hang on, hloody hell,
Mo, Iy not going
to jurmg it thar, Whar can | dod”
He still had the cable in his hand,

altempling b mamtaim concrel, b

shuaries, o jelly fish?

it kepr slipping, There was sgnificanr
slack. so he wrapped it around his arm

wits able

far mare grip. Lt worked
o apply some pressure on the eedder
and maincain acceprable concrol,

Hewonld have ra land with the
cable arpind hes dighs arm, left fooren
rizdder pedal, and his left -”""-j'-l,l_?'E.lil'-'f-
between stick and throrie,

It looked as 1€ he'd Tanded perfectly:
bowever, a8 the airerafr showed che
radder austhemty was reduced. The
Fites swung lefr, and chen entered a
ground loop, The sight wing disg inma
the survway, then the nose dived ine
rthe biremen. Thse aiceratt bnally came
raa hals l:m‘lillfl_l.lp ot 3t noge, The
aurharities of the afrpart came rac i
out, and all thev could say was “Laak az
whar vou have done ro ey runway!” In
respanse Chris polively todd lim whus
he coubd do with his runway,

Irvestigarions deteemined that
the fermule swage crimps used on the
rudder cable wers crimped oo Jighely
tar the cable gauge, and evenrually ehe
cable worked loose and ler go.
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IT DOES MATTER WHERE
YOU LEARN TO FLY!

= Highly experienced flight training
specialists.
* |deal training environment.
= Timie efficient fraining, _
= In-house flight'testing.
* Cat B synthetic trainer.
+ On field AL accommodation.
* Personal, friendh -.-1ii-|-|1:i't-ipi'lﬂl'ﬂ.
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= GEPT, Private L

» Night VFR Rating, Privale IFR Rating.

* Instructor Bating.
* Low Leval Training, Asrcbatics.
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Tassie Turn Over

Skyrace Tasmania was 2 combined
prlon race and aiz show. In 1996
Cliris and Warsen Srewart Rew down
o Launcesran en-rouse o che even,
buar che wearher delayed thetr arrival,

To extend the range of tle Pices
Special (WH-CEX) a ferry rank
was installed. The hoses fed into
the cockpit to i fiael selector. Under
schedule pressure the pair hassily
remaved che ferey system and
instilled a banking cap near the
selector, During this procedure the
cvent coordinater approached and
zaid "Look vou're on Chnsg, '!.'I.II.IITE
on!” Chris inzdvertently Tefe the cap
on the pilet’s seat.

His firsi: manoeuvee was 1o take-off
and rall inverted. As he did chis the
cag fell inzo the top of the canopy

“T'd becter grab that atherwise it
rould sl‘.'[_iul:ll:l'.l.'d i the conzrals,”
he theught. He took his hand off
the cheottle whilst inverted 25 fect
above the deck to pecrieve the cap.
Inadvertently, the theottle backed

affand the aireraft began 1o drog
Saan there afeer, Chris heard che
tap of the tail deagging on the
ground, and keowing thers wis na
chance of a go-arounsd, he throteled
back, shut the fucl off and waized
for the atrcralt ta stap.

Fortunately che sop wing and
cail preve nred any damage 1o the
canapy and pilor. Once the aircrafr
stapped, he shid the canopy back,
and released his hariess,

“By the cime that [ had removed
pryself from she atrcraft, Warren
was almiosc at the aieceaft afrer 2
shore run,” he recalled.

Chris brushed-off she sitzation
and wanted to continue his
demonstrllian [0 ane of his
ald Piets Specials, VH-TTT.
Conveniently, it was seld to a piloc
in Tasmania and was also ae the
event, After georing the all clear, he
returied to complets his eourine
a% :T-Jrn'u;.-:d. The maral of chis
story ia te avaid, where posaible,
inrerrupring an acrobatics pilor's
reain of thought p:u-iligh!.
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Cheis Sperea will na doubt
comeinue detng what he loves, and
provide many a spectator wich the
“wow” Facror. Whea asked what will
encourzge him e hasg up l1iz wings,
b responded T am suce iy mined will
tell me. TFT suddenly have ro think
what inputs ire ncq'.lil.i‘\i oo perform a
manoeuvrer, then D will knoe T have o

pave up terobatics,

“There is no time o think on
what inpuets are required during 3
display because everyrhing happens
so gquickly and one’s reflexes must
immediately peact as the visien
of a following manoewvre Hashes
thrangh one'’s mind.

"I ever expertence a hesitation aof
thar gorr, then 1wl kneww the Lime
has come.”

# Rolis-Royce M250 / ARI00 Series Engines
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= General Electric T700 Engines

Fhone:  +51 7 3632 7600
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Email:  info@apaero.com.au J 2447 Customer Support
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